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North America and Western Europe are the major markets, while growth in supply and
demand is expected in Eastern Europe, Russia and Asia. Russian numbers on the map
below are based on official statistics.

GLOBAL SOFTWOOD SAWNWOOD MARKET IN 2010
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Trade flows of over 0.2 million m3

SAWN SOFTWOOD TRADE FLOWS IN 2010

Sawnwood is a commodity that is traded between continents.
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GLOBAL SOFTWOOD SAWNWOOD MARKET, 2000-2010

Global softwood sawnwood demand has been growing steadily, but the financial crisis
had a major impact on the market.
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Russia was the second largest net-exporter of sawn softwood globally in 2011. Only Top-
12 net-exporters have volumes over 1 million m³/a each while Top-3 net-exporters have
over 10 million m³/a each. In this situation the Top-3 countries (Canada, Russian and
Sweden) to a large extent sets rules in the global trade.

THE LARGEST NET-EXPORTERS GLOBALLY IN 2011

Top-12 largest net-exporters globally, million m³/a

Source: Pöyry Management Consulting, FAO
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China, US and Japan are the largest net-importers globally (over 5 million m³/a each). Each
of the Top-12 net-importers globally have volumes over 1.5 million m³/a while four of them
are noticeable producers as well: China, US, Japan and France produce over 5 million
m³/a each.

Top-12 largest net-importers globally, million m³/a
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WESTERN EUROPE – MAIN CONSUMERS AND IMPORTERS
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Germany is by far the largest single market in Europe. The main consumers are also the
main importers and largest economies in Europe.

COPYRIGHT © PÖYRY 14



WESTERN EUROPE – MAIN PRODUCERS AND EXPORTERS
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The main producers are also the main exporters of sawn softwood in Western Europe.
Depending on the market, Western Russian exporters compete with the main European
exporters.
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SAWN SOFTWOOD EXPORTS FROM RUSSIA

Russian sawn softwood exports are targeting increasingly Asian markets. However,
European, North African and Middle Eastern markets are still important, especially for
suppliers in Western Russia.
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Russian Sawnwood Import Prices in 
Europe

SAWN SOFTWOOD PRICE TRENDS

The Russian sawn softwood prices in Europe follow the trends of Nordic sawnwood.

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011

Spruce Pine

USD/m³ CIF (nominal)

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011

Spruce Pine

USD/m³ FOB (nominal)

Finnish Sawnwood Export Prices

COPYRIGHT © PÖYRY 17



In 2011, average per capita sawn softwood consumption globally was app. 42 m³ per 1000
people. Estonia, Finland, Austria, Sweden and Norway are the leading countries with over
0,5 m³ of sawn softwood per capita consumption each in 2011.

SAWN SOFTWOOD CONSUMPTION PER CAPITA

Sawn softwood consumption per capita in 2011, m³ 

Source: Pöyry Management Consulting, FAO, Gapminder
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Woody biomass availability

Stable harvest potential

Increasing harvest potential

Raw material deficit

Stable harvest potential but in high demand

GLOBAL WOOD AVAILABILITY

Europe is a region with strong competition for raw materials – the growing demand will
increasingly be satisfied by imports from other regions which have surplus biomass.
Russia and plantation regions offer the largest potential.

Source: Pöyry Management Consulting

COPYRIGHT © PÖYRY 20



Russia is the world's #1 in terms of forest covered area (800 Mha, app. 22% of the global)
and growing stock (app. 24%). App. two thirds of forest covered area is under softwood
forests. AAC of 633 Mm³ is utilized only in 28% due to poor commercial availability of
many areas (lack of forest roads etc.)

FOREST RESOURCES IN RUSSIA

2008 2009 2010
Total area, covered with forest, Mha 797.0 797.5 797.1

inc softwood forest, Mha 539.6 539.8 539.7

AAC, Mm³/a 597.0 626.1 633.4
inc. AAC for softwood, Mm³/a 313.0 339.0 344.1

AC in mature and overmature forests, Mm³/a 128.8 122.1 131.1
inc. AC for softwood, Mm³/a 80.4 79.7 82.0

Sanitary and related cuts, Mm³/a 38.6 36.8 44.4
AC, inc. sanitary and related cuts, Mm³/a 167.4 158.9 175.5

Standing stock in mature and 
overmature industrial forests, Mm³ 28 793 28 697 28 598
Number of forest lease agreements for harvesting, 1000 5.1 6.6 10.2
Area under forest lease agreements for harvesting, Mha 129.9 142.9 155.5

Source: Rosleshoz
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SAWN SOFTWOOD MARKET IN RUSSIA
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The official statistics show only increase in production and exports. The domestic
market is estimated to be at least 10-15 million m³ larger than the official volume.

million m³/a
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In 2008-2011, new residential housing in the US was on its lowest level in the last 50+
years. The revival is slow but in the mid term perspective the housing activity might reach
its historical averages of 1.5-1.6 million dwellings annually which means times 2.5
increase from current level (2011: 608 800 units)

DEMAND DRIVERS – NEW RESIDENTIAL HOUSING IN USA
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* Excl. over 100 000 summer houses and private auxiliary building s Source: Rosstat, NPADD, Pöyry

NEW RESIDENTIAL HOUSING IN RUSSIA, BY DWELLINGS
Russia is still over 30% behind its record level of 1987 in new residential housing by
number of dwellings. Average area per dwelling in Russia grew from 62 m² in 1987 to
80-86 ² in 2002-2011, so the difference in area is lower – below 15%.
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